
 

1 
 
 
Littlehampton Harbour Stakeholder Consultation Group  Minutes of Meeting held on 4 Oct 17 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LITTLEHAMPTON HARBOUR 

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION GROUP HELD IN THE ARUN YACHT CLUB 

ON TUESDAY 3rd OCTOBER 2017 

 

Present: Philip Bush (LHB) – Chairman 

Billy Johnson (Harbour Master) 

Lee Harrison (Dep Harbour Master) 

Andy Lee (LHB) 

Robert Boyce (Osborne of Arun) 

Helen Bryett (Ship and Anchor) 

Cllr Ian Buckland (WSCC, ADC and LTC) 

Joe Gibbs (Osborne of Arun) 

Bill Chapman (Chairman Littlehampton Fishing Club) 

Ivan Warren (RNLI Lifeboat Station) 

David Gates (RNLI & AYC) 

Simon Gibson (Ropewalk Flood Action Group) 

Sgt John Begley (Sussex Police) 

Nigel Anderson (Boat Owner/Resident Mariners Quay) 

Robert Elliott (AYAC) 

Vernon Parker (Littlehampton Charter Fisherman – OURJOY) 

Daniel Parker (Littlehampton Charter Fisherman – OURJOY) 

Chris Roberts (Littlehampton Sea Cadets) 

Ivan Greer (LHB) 

Roger Spencer (LHB) 

Cllr Roger Elkins (LHB) 

 

ITEM 1 – INTRODUCTION AND APOLOGIES 

 

The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting.  He recorded his thanks to 

the Commodore of the Arun YC for agreeing the use of the Club as a meeting venue. 

He advised that 2 agenda items had been added to that previously issued (Minutes 

of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising and Any Other Business) 

Apologies had been received from: 

 

Emma Finnamore (Littlehampton Marina) 

Stuart Fairweather (AYC) 

Barry Almond (AYC) 

Wes Smart (Littlehampton Harbour Park) 

Tom Drennan (LHB) 

Roger Elliman (AYAC) 

Gerry McGeehan (Boat Owner/Resident Mariners Quay) 
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ITEM 2 – MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING and MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 4 July 2017 were noted. All matters 

arising were the subject of separate agenda items. 

 

ITEM 3 – UPDATE FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

 

RNLI Lifeboat Station.  Ivan Warren summarised the incidents where Lifeboats had 

been involved in the last period as follows: 

 
 

RNLI Beach Patrol. No report had yet been received from the RNLI Beach Patrol, 

however the HM anticipated receiving something shortly and had hoped to be able to 

summarise RNLI beach team’s activity during the summer period.  The HM 

undertook to pass on any relevant information to the group once he received it. 

 

Roger Spencer advised that the RNLI cabin would remain on the beach during the 

winter. 

 

Sussex Police.  Sgt John Begley provided an update on port activities.  None had 

affected Littlehampton Harbour but he encouraged stakeholders to report incidents. 

 



 

3 
 
 
Littlehampton Harbour Stakeholder Consultation Group  Minutes of Meeting held on 4 Oct 17 

 

HMCG.  No report had been received from HMCG. 

 

ITEM 4 –ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT REPORTS REVIEW  

 

The HM reported the following accidents and incidents: 

 

 
 

Upturned Rib. With regard to the incident involving the upturning of an AYC rib 

(014/17), the Chairman sought clarification on the qualifications of the coxswain in 

light of a claim made by a Board Member at a recent meeting that he was not 

qualified.  Those present were assured that the coxswain was appropriately trained 

and held both the RYA Power Boat Level 2 and the RYA Safety Boat qualifications. 

 

Stranded Yacht.  With regard to the yacht that got into difficulties, the HM 

encouraged skippers to contact HMCG as soon as they are able to. 

 

AYC Vandalism.  The AYC representative was asked what action had been taken by 

the Club following the recent incident of a race marker being untethered from its 

mooring and the mooring lines on a number of vessels being let loose.  He advised 

that he was unaware of the incident. 

 

Near Miss Incident. With regard to the near miss incident which occurred during the 

departure of a commercial vessel from the Harbour, Robert Boyce asked if a survey 

had ever been carried out on how many leisure craft carried Marine VHF Radios.  He 

further asked if traffic lights could be installed.  The HM advised that he had 

previously researched the matter and concluded that, in view of the expense, it was 

presently not a viable option. 

 

MAIB Quarterly Report.  The HM reported that he had received the MAIB quarterly 

report and would circulate this to members of the Stakeholders Consultation Group.  
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Robert Boyce asked if a link to the MAIB website could be added to the LHB 

website. [This has now been done.] 

 

Accident and Incident Reporting.  The HM advised that the accident and incident 

reporting form on the LHB website was currently not working. 

 

ITEM 5 – CONSERVANCY ACTIVITY 

 

The HM provided an update on conservancy activity issues. 

  

a. Dredging.   

 

The HM reported that the EA had no plans at present to recycle the shingle at 

the Harbour entrance during the pre-Christmas window for operations.  The 

LHB were keeping the need to dredge under review. 

    

The HM asked the group if any ‘beneficial use’ schemes were known of that 

might require dredge arisings. Simon Gibson from the Ropewalk Flood Action 

Group suggested that material be used by the West Training Wall to counter 

erosion in the area.  The HM asked him to put this request in writing to the 

Harbour Office so that it could be considered fully.   

 

b. Aids to Navigation. 

 

The HM had been advised that the South Cardinal mark off Goring (the 

responsibility of Southern Water) had been reinstated. This would be checked 

and a Local Notice to Mariners would be issued.   

 

The HM reported that following a recent Trinity House inspection the absence 

of an inshore buoy laid by AYAC had been noted.  The AYAC representative 

undertook to provide the HM with details who, in turn, would write to Trinity 

House to request consideration be given to removing this very minor mark 

from the Trinity House database. 

 

c. Environmental Protection. 

 

LHB staff were involved in the identification and onward reporting to the 

EA of an oil spill at the Osborne of Arun yard. 

 

A fire afloat exercise with WSFRS was at the planning stage and would 

take place with WSFR and LHB staff. 
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Roger Spencer (ADC and LHB) requested any information on sewage 

discharge from outfalls and pipes around the Oyster Pond be reported to 

the Harbour Office straight away.  Southern Water were currently involved 

in pumping operations to alleviate a problem with the foul water system 

crossing the river in the vicinity and the effectiveness of the activity was 

being monitored. 

 

d. Maintenance Activity. 

 

The HM reported that LHB staff had been carrying out maintenance work on 

the East Training wall (Dicker works) during the Summer with bolts and 

capping being replaced. 

 

ITEM 6 – PLANT AND EQUIPMENT EXPECTED. 

 

The HM reported that a jack up barge was expected during Oct 17 to complete the 

outstanding East Bank Flood Defence works.  Those present were informed that this 

was subject to planning consent being granted. 

 

The HM advised that the LHB planned to arrange a crane out during Oct 17 at the 

Harbour Workshop and that there were still some hard-standing places available.  

 

ITEM 7 – SCRUBBING PILES AT BRIDGE HARD 

 

The HM advised that the terms and conditions for the use of the recently-installed 

scrubbing piles had been agreed by the Board and would be circulated once 

finalised, he requested that all bookings should be made through the Harbour Office. 

 

David Gates asked if there were any plans to install a base on the river bed.  He was 

informed that this was a matter that might be considered in the future. 

 

Bill Chapman noted that there was a need to protect the river from any 

contaminants.  The HM responded that this is in line with RYA Guidance.  Robert 

Boyce added that it would unlawful not to protect from contaminants being 

introduced to the river. 

 

ITEM 8 – COMMUNICATIONS 

 

a. Local Notices to Mariners.  The HM advised that no recent Local Notices 

to Mariners were of note. He awaited confirmation that the South Cardinal 

Buoy at Goring had been reinstated.  The AYC representative was asked 

to advise when the seasonal race marks were going to be recovered and 
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the HM undertook to publish a revised notice concerning buoyage in 

approaches to the harbour. 

 

b. Publication of 2018 Tide Tables.  The HM advised that the 2018 Tide 

tables would shortly be published.  He added that, as per last year, the 

publication would include no advertising.  The rationale behind this 

decision was that the costs associated with the additional pages and print 

run required did compare favourably to the anticipated additional income.  

The HM also believed that the newer uncluttered publication was a much 

more user-friendly resource for stakeholders. 

 

c. Local and Riverside Crime Information Cascade.  The Chairman recorded 

his thanks to both Nigel Anderson and Gerry McGeegan for representing 

the Stakeholders Consultation Group at a recent Littlehampton Town 

Council sponsored meeting on policing attended by the Police and Crime 

Commissioner.  As a follow on, they had decided to collate and distribute 

information affecting crime in and around the harbour on a regular basis.  

An E-Mail address had been set up (arunrivertalk@gmail.com) and asked 

those present if they wished to be included in the distribution of updates.  

Those wishing not to do so were invited to advise the HM as soon as 

possible.  People reporting crimes were encouraged to continue to report 

to the police and prepare a LHB Incident Report where possible.  Those 

present were informed that a request for police attendance at future 

meetings was under consideration. 

 

ITEM 9 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

a. Red Bridge. Cllr Ian Buckland reported that some trip hazards had formed 

on the Red Pedestrian Bridge and work to correct them could involve the 

closure of the bridge.  The Chairman asked that the LHB be informed of 

any such closure. 

 

b. Minutes.  Cllr Ian Buckland asked if Minutes of Stakeholder Consultation 

Group meetings could be approved by the Group before they are 

circulated to the Board.  The Chairman advised that as the group had no 

executive status such approval was not appropriate.  However, he advised 

that minutes are circulated fairly promptly after meetings and people could 

if they so wished comment on the content and accuracy.  Cllr Roger Elkins 

suggested this could be best achieved by E-Mailing the HM.  Robert 

Boyce gave his interpretation to the requirement for them to approved and 

cited MTP2 – the HM stated that this interpretation was incorrect. Robert 

Boyce further asked if the minutes could be published on the LHB website 

mailto:arunrivertalk@gmail.com
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– he was informed that they were and was guided to the appropriate page. 

The Chairman added that communication was a two-way process and 

welcomed input from group members for inclusion on the agenda of future 

meetings. 

 

c. Group E-Mail Distribution.  Some of those present advised that they had 

not received notification of the meeting.  The HM recommended that they 

provide their current E-Mail address in order that the distribution list can be 

checked and, where appropriate, updated. 

 

d. Data Protection.  Robert Boyce asked who had access to the passwords 

created by users logging on to the LHB payment system.  He was advised 

that all data was kept on a secure server managed by the software 

company providing Harbour Assist and that, while LHB staff could view 

account holder’s portals, LHB staff did not have access to the password 

setup by individual users. 

 

e. Work Vessel ERICA.  Joe Gibbs asked if the work vessel ERICA was 

paying for itself.  The HM confirmed that it was. 

 

f. Red Diesel.  Following an incident in the Summer where a UK yacht was 

fined by the Belgian authorities for having red diesel in his tank the matter 

was referred to the relevant EU committee for clarification.  Meanwhile, 

Belgium had suspended its action to fine leisure boaters.  The committee 

was due to sit in mid-September but, to date, no resolution had been 

agreed.  The suspension of checks remains in force. 

 

ITEM 10 – ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT MEETING 

 

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place on Tuesday 9rd January 2018 

starting at 1800 hrs.  It was hoped that the Arun YC would once again agree the use 

of their premises as a venue. 

 


